MARKING CRITERIA FOR PSYCHOLOGY COURSEWORK

All coursework is marked according to the same specified criteria:

‘NO CREDIT’  Less than 35%

Will show one or more of the following features: 

· irrelevant to the question asked

· no evidence of theories, facts or research findings

· style or expression making it very difficult to understand the meaning.

PASS  35 – 39%

· Shows some basic understanding of the question or task

· Presents a bare minimal amount of information from books or lectures in relation to the question

· but likely to be one or more of the following:

· poorly or awkwardly expressed

· lacking any clear or coherent structure

· containing significant amount of irrelevant material

GOOD PASS   40 – 49%

· Shows adequate understanding of the question or task

· Some basic core material is presented, but no more

· Style may yet be plain or lacking in polish

· Some coherent sequencing of the material

· May still include some irrelevant material

CREDIT   50 –59%

· A good solid answer without being exceptional

· Clear understanding of the question, or task

· Some relevant theory or evidence from relevant literature presented

· A clear if simple structure to the essay

· Expression clear enough

· Most of the essay is relevant to the question.

MERIT  60 –69%

· Coherent logical structure to the answer

· Mature, economical style of expression 

· Shows wide reading/learning of relevant facts, theories, research

· No irrelevant passages; the whole essay is fully focussed on the title

· Shows clear ability to evaluate critically any relevant evidence or theory

· Must include a reference list 

· Conventional academic formatting and referencing (e.g. Harvard) should be apparent throughout

DISTINCTION  70 –84%

As for merit with the addition of one or more of the following:

· very substantial  knowledge of course materials

· shows clear evidence of research well beyond the scope of class material

· discussion covers most of the key issues

· particularly elegant or pithy style of writing
NB cannot be awarded without substantial evidence of critical thinking
85-100%

· exceptional mastery of relevant theory and research material

· particularly insightful understanding

· inclusion of some significant novel or original aspect, angle or perspective.

In marking coursework, lecturers will be looking for particular evidence of:

1. STRUCTURE

· How far does the essay have a coherent argument running through it? 

· Is there some form of introduction, main body and a concluding paragraph? 

· How far do the points follow logically from each other both between and within paragraphs?

2. CLARITY

How easy is the writing to read?

· is it concise and economical but not dense?

· is it straightforward but not simpleminded?

· is there enough information but not lot of unnecessary detail?

· is the reader is not left scratching their head wondering what is meant?

3. RELEVANCE

How far does the essay address its title throughout? Each paragraph should make some point which helps build the case the writer is making, or the point of view they wish to present.

4. USE OF THE LITERATURE 

· To what extent are books, theories, authors used in the essay? 

· Is the theory and evidence used primarily from psychology? 

· How wide has been the reading? 

· Is it used well and appropriately? 

· Are references quote in the body of the essay?

· Is a reference list given and is it in an appropriate format? 

5. CRITICAL / EVALUATIVE PERSPECTIVE

For higher marks, the writer will show a clear awareness of a critical standpoint. For example:
· How for does the essay comment on weaknesses in theories, gaps in the evidence, or methodological problems? 

· Does the student offer a relevant discussion of the development of ideas?

· Can they compare and contrast theories or viewpoints with another? 

· How far do they have a grasp of the pros and cons of different kinds of method and evidence:  (e.g., case history; personal report; survey; experiment) and can they use that awareness to evaluate the claims they make?

6. ORIGINALITY

Some form of originality will increase the likelihood of very high marks. At this level, this may be some original observations but it may also be sufficient for the student to offer their own synthesis of the material.   
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